PREFACE
" THE longer you can look back, the further you can look forvteafa,'*
said Mr, Winston Churchill, when addressing the Royal College
of Physicians in March 1944. This truth provides ample justifica-
tion for the appearance of this book. The past supplies the key
to the present and the future. History forms the basis of all
knowledge and is a convenient avenue of approach to any subject
of study. It is therefore only natural to regard the evolution and
progress of medicine from bygone times as an essential back-
ground to modern medical education. Unfortunately, however,
the rapid advances and new discoveries of recent years have
tended to eclipse the work of the early pioneers, and although
due reverence is still accorded to the memory of such great figures
as Harvey, Hunter, and Lister, the history of medicine in general
has not received that recognition which the importance of the
subject would appear to demand.
There is at present no systematic teaching of medical history
in any medical school in this country, nor is there any British
periodical devoted to this aspect of medicine, although the Section
of the History of Medicine, Royal Society of Medicine, which
has done so much to foster medical culture, has kept interest alive
by publication of its Proceedings. Too often early medical
practice has beenv regarded as merely quaint and sometimes
amusing, now obsolete and of little value to the modern world.
On the other hand it is encouraging to note, especially in the
younger generation, a growing appreciation of the true purport
of history in medicine and of its bearing upon the medical science
of to-day.
The need for an historical background to modern medicine
is securing recognition among those who regard the practice of
medicine as something more than a mere technical accomplish-
ment. Since no British text-book has been produced in recent
years to meet this need, an attempt has been made in the following
pages to construct an outline of the progress of medicine from the
days of Imhotep to those of Sir William Osier, An outline does
not aim at finality, and many worthy names have been omitted
in order that the story may not lose interest by being overwdghted
with detail.
A history of medicine should not be simply a chaplet of